Is it always true that decentralization reforms put more power in the hands of governors and mayors? In postdevelopmental Latin America, the surprising answer to this question is no. In fact, a variety of outcomes are possible, depending largely on who initiates the reforms, how they are initiated, and in what order they are introduced. Tulia G. Falleti draws on extensive fi eldwork, in-depth interviews, archival records, and quantitative data to explain the trajectories of decentralization processes and their markedly different outcomes in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico. In her analysis, she develops a sequential theory and method that are successful in explaining this counterintuitive result. Her research contributes to the literature on path dependence and institutional evolution and will be of interest to scholars of decentralization, federalism, subnational politics, intergovernmental relations, and Latin American politics. This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press. Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URL s for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.
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Types This book has been a long time in the making. It has been ten years since, in an interview with economist Fabio Sánchez at the National Department of Planning in Bogotá, Colombia, I became intrigued by the process of decentralization of government that Colombia was undergoing. In previous research with my undergraduate advisor Waldo Ansaldi at the University of Buenos Aires, I had studied the relationships between national centers and peripheral regions in the contexts of nation-state formation and consolidation. But it was not until the summer of 1998, after two years of graduate school and while doing pre-dissertation research in Colombia, that I realized that my interests in intergovernmental relations and subnational politics could be studied through the lens of the important transformations in the distribution of authority, resources, and responsibilities among levels of governments that were taking place in Colombia and, as I soon realized, in many other countries. I am most thankful to Waldo Ansaldi for introducing me to the intricacies of regional politics and historical sociological research, and to Fabio Sánchez for that enlightening initial conversation about decentralization reforms.
This book stems from my doctoral dissertation, which I completed at Northwestern University in 2003. At Northwestern, in the arduous process of narrowing down the research topic, specifying the tractable research questions, operationalizing the concepts, and shaping the main arguments, I had the privilege of being advised by three outstanding professors: Edward Gibson, Kathleen Thelen, and Ben Ross Schneider.
As my main graduate advisor and chair of my dissertation committee, Edward Gibson guided me through the process of researching and writing www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-51679-2 -Decentralization and Subnational Politics in Latin America Tulia G. Falleti Frontmatter More information Acknowledgments xvi a dissertation. He read several drafts of my dissertation and later book chapters and provided excellent comments and probing suggestions for improvement. He pushed me to think about the political and empirical relevance of my research questions (the "big picture") while at the same time stressing the importance of elegant and concise arguments. Ed's passion for Argentine politics was both encouraging and refreshing -and it made it easier to be away from home. Ed also introduced me to Mexican politics and was instrumental in facilitating my fi eldwork in Mexico City. But much more than all of that, throughout the twelve years I have known him, Edward Gibson has been my mentor . He introduced me to the profession of political science and to American academia. If today, as an Assistant Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, I am part of the American political science academic community, it is largely due to Ed's guidance and mentoring, both at Northwestern and in the years since then. I am also thankful to Ed's family for hosting me in Mexico City and on many occasions at their home in Wilmette.
Kathleen Thelen and Ben R. Schneider provided excellent guidance throughout the development of my research project and much support in the early stages of my professional career. They read and commented on several drafts of the dissertation and later on book chapters. While I was in graduate school, Ben recommended, on more than one occasion, that I introduce the case of Brazil into my dissertation. At the time, it seemed such a daunting task to understand the complexity of Brazil's subnational politics that I simply could not do it if I was going to analyze other country cases as well. When revising the dissertation and writing this book, I appreciated how correct Ben's recommendation was and I did fi nally embark on the daunting task of incorporating the Brazilian case into the comparative research design. Thus, even after I graduated from Northwestern, Ben's research and contacts in Brazil were most helpful. Kathleen Thelen's research on historical institutionalism and institutional change greatly shaped the main argument advanced in this book. Early on in the defi nition of the research project, she introduced me to the work of Paul Pierson and his ideas on temporal effects and sequencing, which became a central piece for the solution of my research puzzle. Thanks to Kathleen, I also met Paul Pierson and had the pleasure of auditing his and Theda Skocpol's course on "History, Institutions and Policies" at Harvard University. I took this course as I was writing the fi rst drafts of the theory contained in Chapter 2, and I cannot stress enough how infl uential their course and ideas were on my own thinking about temporal effects, policy processes, and causal mechanisms. Doing extensive fi eldwork in four countries (one of them my own native country of Argentina) has been fascinating. Undoubtedly, it has been the most enjoyable and rewarding portion of researching and writing this book. Nonetheless, being abroad, especially in Brazil, Mexico, and Colombia, away from loved persons and known places, was also challenging. In each country, I had the good fortune of being hosted by outstanding colleagues and institutions, whose help was instrumental in getting my research done. In Brazil, Celina Souza was essential to the successful completion of my research. She shared her knowledge of Brazil's federalism, public policy, and intergovernmental institutions; provided me with contacts in academia and government; and hosted me in Salvador, Bahia. Argelina Finally, the unconditional support of my family and friends was indispensable to complete this book. My dearest friend, Isabella Alcañiz, not only has given me helpful and timely substantive comments whenever solicited (and usually under short notice) but also has helped me cope with the stress and frustrations of graduate school, and, later, professional and family life. I terribly miss living in the same neighborhood as Isa and being just a few minutes away, as we were in graduate school. To my life-long friend, Marina Travacio, I owe a great debt for introducing me to partisan politics in the early years of Argentina's last transition to democracy. Since I left Buenos Aires, she has also been my cable a tierra in Argentina, for which I am very grateful. I am uncertain my parents Rosa and Brunello fully understand what I do, why I am passionate about it, and why it means so much to me. Nonetheless, through their example and education, they instilled in me an ethic of hard work and an aspiration to always realize one's full potential. Both these life lessons have been essential in my academic endeavors. In more concrete albeit equally instrumental ways, my parents and parents-in-law, Marion and Desmond Moore, have provided much good care and, over the last three years, many hours of grandparenting. My brother, Sergio, and my sister, Valeria, transcribed many hours of interviews and, Sergio, being the www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-51679-2 -Decentralization and Subnational Politics in Latin America Tulia G. Falleti Frontmatter More information graphic designer in the family, helped with some fi gures. Finally, I owe a great deal to my husband, Richard O. Moore. Part of my debt could be counted in the many hours he single-handedly looked after our son, Tomás, and, more recently, also our daughter, Emma, so I could fi nish this book. But more importantly perhaps, his unwavering confi dence that the project would be successfully completed was a source of reassurance through the tough patches of writing and revising the manuscript. And whereas this book will not make up for the many Saturdays and evenings that I had to spend away from Richard and Tomás, I nonetheless dedicate this book to them and to Emma, with all my love and gratitude. 
